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DETAILED ACTION 



The reply brief filed on 8/20/07 has not been considered because it is not in 
compliance with 37 CFR 41 .41 (a). The reply brief contains an affidavit wherein the 
applicant contends that the ionomer used Is non-bimodal. According to 37 CFR 41 .31 
(a) and 37 CFR 1.116, there must be a showing as to why the affidavit could not be 
submitted before the filing for appeal. There is no showing as to what prevented the 
affidavit from being submitted earlier before the filing for appeal. 
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APPELLANTS^ REPLY BRIEF UNDER 37 CFR 4L41 

Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patents 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Appellants herewith file their Reply Brief in the above-identified case, in response 
to the Examiner's Answer mailed June 25, 2007. Appellants respectfiilly submit that the 
Examiner's assertions are incorrect as a matter of law and fact. Thus, for the reasons set forth 
below. Appellants respectfiilly request that this Board reverse the rejection of claims 1-10, 13- 
19, 36, and 37 under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, and 35 U.S.C. §103(a). 

In the Examiner's Answer, the Examiner reiterates the rejections of claims 1-10, 
13-19, 36. and 37 under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, and 35 U.S.C. §103(a) presented in the 
Office Action mailed July 19, 2006, and then presents a response to Appellants' arguments 
presented in the Appeal Brief 
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